DROPPED FROM THE CLOUDS.

their bows. It was the crejimba, of the palm family, which
does not bear edible fruit Long straight branches were
cut, the leaves stripped off; it was shaped, stronger in the
middle, more slender at the extremities, and nothing
remained to be done but to find a plant ftt to make the
bow-string. This was the " hibiscus heterophyllus," which
furnishes fibres of such remarkable tenacity that they have
been compared to the tendons of animals. Pencroft thus
obtained bows of tolerable strength, for which he only
wanted arrows. These were easily made with straight stifi
branches, without knots, but the points with which they
must be armed, that is to say, a substance to serve in lieu
of iron, could not be met with so easily. But Pencroft
said, that having done his part of the work, chance would
do the rest.
The settlers arrived on the ground which had been
discovered the day before. Being composed of the sort
of clay which is used for making bricks and tiles, it was
very useful for the work in question. There was no great
difficulty in it It was enough to scour the clay with sand,
then to mould the bricks and bake them by the heat of a
wood fire.
Generally bricks are formed in moulds, but the engineer
contented himself with making them by hand. All that
day and the day following were employed in this work.
The day, soaked in water, was mixed by the feet and